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D&B Overview 
This document provides an overview of the D&B data delivered in Alteryx’s US and Canada Data bundle.  
D&B is offered in Alteryx in two places – as a Calgary file (.cydb) business location file for analytical use 
and summarized at the block group level and is accessible using the Demographic Analysis tools in Alteryx. 
 
D&B Business Location file (US and Canada) 

The D&B file contains business locations in the U.S. (including Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands) and Canada.  
The use of the file is for analytical purposes only therefore contact names, street address and phone 
numbers cannot be returned in the output but they can be queried in the file.  The D&B DUNS number is 
also not included in the output but can be queried if the business file you have includes the DUNS number.  
There are over 80 fields1 in the file and includes variables such as Business Name, SIC and NAICS codes (up 
to 6 codes are captured for each business location by D&B), Sales Volume, Number of Employees, Square 
Footage, Home Based indicator2 and the latitude and longitude. 
 
Update frequency:  Quarterly 
Geography coverage: U.S. (including Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands) and Canada3 
 
D&B Business Summary (US and Canada) 

Using the D&B Business Location file, Alteryx developed a geofirmographic dataset by summarizing the 
D&B data by SIC and NAICS codes at the block group and organized it by Employees and Establishments.  
Cottage or otherwise known as Home-based businesses were separated and built as a complementary 
dataset.   
 
The D&B Business Summary data is built using the D&B Business Location data however excludes 
businesses with the following criteria -  

 Class 24 records; only records with a D&B Class value of 0 and 15 are included 
 Business locations in Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands; only includes records where the geocoded 

address is located in the continental US, Hawaii and Alaska (US file only) 
 Business locations that are Home based, i.e. where the D&B field Cottage Indicator is a ‘Y’; these 

were summarized separately in the dataset 
 
Update frequency:  Quarterly 
Geography coverage: U.S. (including Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands) and Canada6 

                                                           
1 For a list of variables, refer to the Data variable spreadsheet 
2 D&B refers this field as Cottage indicator in their documentation 
3 Canada is not included in the US Data bundle but packaged with the Canada Data bundle  
4 In the D&B Analytical file, the value is shown as ‘2’ in the Class field. D&B defines these as businesses which are 
missing a known SIC code and/or a valid telephone number.  A D&B rating (credit report rating) is not a qualifier 
for these businesses. 
5 In the D&B Analytical file, the value is shown as ‘01’ in the Class field. D&B defines these as businesses that at a 
minimum have a valid telephone number, known SIC code and a D&B rating equal or not equal to “DS”. “DS” 
means “Duns Support” records which are “skeletal” records and contain basic name and address data.  
6 Canada is not included in the US Data bundle but packaged with the Canada Data bundle  
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Employee and Establishments by SIC and NAICS 

D&B captures up to 6 SIC and NAICS7 codes for each business record.  Alteryx has aggregated the locations 
to the block group level using the Primary SIC and NAICS code field.  The Standard Industrial Classification 
or abbreviated SIC is a system established by the United States government in 1937 of classifying 
industries by a four-digit code.  SIC codes can be grouped into broader industry classifications; the first 
two digits indicate the major group.   
 
In the United States, the SIC code is being supplanted by the six-digit North American Industry 
Classification System (NAICS code) which was released in 1997; however certain government 
departments and agencies still use the SIC codes. Like the SIC codes, NAICS codes can be grouped into 
broader industry classifications; the first two digits designate the largest business sector and the first four 
digits designate the industry group. 
 

 

 

Using the above, Alteryx has organized the business locations by Home based/Cottage and non-Home 
based/Cottage by SIC by major group/division and NAICS by business sector (first 2 digits) and industry 
group (first 4 digits).   The subfolder Large Establishments only includes business locations where the Total 
Employee count is 20 or more persons and the data is organized by SIC by major group. 

                                                           
7 NAICS only available in the US file 


